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CONGRESS FUNDS UM PROGRAM FOR ANOTHER YEAR
MISSOULA The U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee approved a bill July 19 that ensures
cutting-edge satellite imagery and emerging technologies will continue flowing from The
University of
Montana.
The bill provides $3.5 million for UM’s Earth Observing System Natural Resource
Training Center. John Kuglin, EOS Education Center executive director, said the center was
funded by $8.5 million during its first three years. The recent bill extends funding into an
unprecedented fourth year. U.S. Sens. Conrad Burns and Max Baucus provided bipartisan
support for the funding.
‘T m very excited that we will be able to continue our work to deliver educational
resources to classrooms in Montana and throughout the w orld,” Kuglin said. “We are right on
the verge of widespread dissemination of the Internet-based products we have pioneered here.
This money also will put UM front and center for the Lewis and Clark bicentennial through
our National Lewis and Clark Education Center.”
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The center finds practical applications for NASA’s EOS flotilla of satellites, which are
now being launched. Kuglin said data coming down from the EOS satellites is “like crude oil
coming from the ground, in a sense. It’s not usable until it’s refined, and it’s our job to find
educational applications for this data.” He said government agencies like the CIA have
expressed interest in the new technologies his office is developing at UM.
Kuglin said the EOS Education Project employs 10 people.
“We are Montana folks, and if we don’t work hard and produce, we don’t have a jo b ,”
he said. “We are a motivated bunch who get to work with some of the most advanced
technologies in the w orld.”
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